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Science has also secularized many phases of Western life" (ibid.,
p. 53). This statement describes the situation at a particular time,
the time when Mr. Parmelee made his survey. It also means that it
was not so in the past. As the discoveries of science increased and
diflused, they increasingly checked magic and secularized the phases
of life in the West And so they are doing in the East as well. As
science waxes, superstition wanes* The contrast is not between a
"more religious East" and a less religious or materialistic West,
but between stages in the development of science and its secular-
izing influence in both the West and the East.

Speaking of India, Mr. Parmelee says that "While belief in
astrology is by no means dead in the West, it does not manifest
itself in this widespread fashion" (ibid., p. 77). Not long ago it was
very widespread in the West as well. According to the writer in the
Encyclopedia of Social Sciences, "From Mesopotamia astrology
passed to the Greeks. . . . The final summator of the Greek astro-
nomical system, Ptolemy of Alexandria, who flourished in the
second half of the second century of the Christian era, was himself
no mean astrologer.... By the sixteenth century, after theology and
law, astrology was the main intellectual interest of the learned class.
Its conclusions were accepted by every class. . .. Nor was it until
the general acceptance by the educated class, late in the seventeenth
century, of the views of Galileo and Kepler as to the structure of

the universe that astrology began to lose hold-----Forsaken by the

more enlightened, it was and is still held by the most ignorant in
the West and by almost all classes in the East." Dr. George Sarton
says: "Nowastrology spread East and West and was popular every-
where. But in Islam it was balanced to a certain extent by a vigorous
development of astronomy and the persistence of a few sound
scientific traditions, while in the West, where the contact with such
traditions was completely lost, it was entirely unmitigated" (Sarton,
Introduction to the History of 'Science, VoL I, p. 19).

Secularization spreads with science. It is spreading in the East
Professor William E. Hocking of Harvard and his colleagues of the
Laymen's Enquiry Commission say: "At the beginning of our cen-
tury of Protestant missions, Christianity found itself addressing